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14 THE PANAMA CANAL

predicting changes in the orbits of the planets if a new world
were suddenly to be introduced into the solar system. The
application to a social problem like commerce is of course
difficult in the extreme, but if its limitations are recognized,
valuable results may nevertheless be attained.




































































































































































































































































































































122 THE PANAMA CANAL
II. ImpPORTS
A. Ceniral America and Colombia

IMPORTS OF MERCHANDISE INTO THE UNITED STATES AND
CHIEF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

Annual averages in millions of dollars
1897-1901 1907-1912
Tiero

Ve | Pl | v | P
United States!.......... 13.1 40.9 18.0 43.0
United Kingdom 3. ...... 6.8 21.2 7.8 18.6
Germany............... 8.82 27.3 1.2 26.7
France......covvvennnn. 1.9 6.1 1.9 4.7
Holland................
Austria-Hungary........ 1.§ 3.5
Belgium......co00venen. 0.§ 1.2
Italy.....ooveveennnnnn. 0.5 1.5 0.5 1.2
Spain....oiiiiniiennn 1.0 3.0 0.5 1.1

Total.............. 32.1 41.9

1 1898-1901 and 1907-1910.
2 Figures include imports from Panama.
3 Includes precious metals, o.1.

The United States holds nearly as much of this trade as
her two greatest rivals, England and Germany, together,
and, as in the case of exports, is slowly increasing her share.
Germany and the United Kingdom both declined, as did
all the other countries in Europe except Austria-Hungary
and Belgium, while our share increased, from 40.9 per cent.
of the total to 43.0 per cent.
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DETAILS OF EXPORTS 171

cent., while ours has grown by 42 per cent. The largest
part of this growth is due to general structural materials,
the sales having increased 63 per cent., while railway
materials rose 37 per cent., and miscellaneous manufactures,
29 per cent.

The separate items which make up these general classes
of American export to Mexico are of interest because they
show more clearly the specific lines along which we are able
to meet European competition under favorable conditions.
The following table gives the most important of them.

















































































168 THE PANAMA CANAL

and we can only get a rough indication of the rate of growth.
The English figures, including these items, are $8,123,000
per annum for 1897-1901; $10,358,000 for 1902-1906;
and $18,155,000 for 1907-1911; the American, $2,670,000,
$2,452,000, and $4,375,000 for the three periods respectively.
The British total, therefore, not only greatly exceeds the
American, but the growth is also far more rapid.

One more fact deserves note—the decreased sale of ships
by England to Japan. From $15,259,000 per annum for the
first period, the business has dropped to $670,000, a com-
mentary on the growth of Japanese shipyards.








































































222 THE PANAMA CANAL

many; chicle, vanilla, and drugs which go to the United
States; wood, (including dyewoods), of which the United
States takes nearly twice as much as England and Germany
together and in which we are increasing our purchases while
the English and German are declining; sugar ($370,000)
which goes almost wholly to England though in decreasing
quantities; and oil-seed cake which likewise goes wholly to
England.

On the whole, the American hold on the market for
Mexican goods is almost complete and there seems to be no
reason to expect any change in the situation except possibly
in regard to a few specific items.


























































































252 THE PANAMA CANAL

material exporter into a manufactures exporter, is forcing
upon us a new interest in foreign markets; and, as a sort of
climax, the completion of the great engineering feat at
Panama is at this moment opening to us as a nation a great
new opportunity by bringing a huge gapidly growing trade
area more definitely within our commercial reach.
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of trade between Atlantic coun-
tries and (1897-1911), X03-I104,
111-114, 125; countries exporting
foodstuffs to, 135, 152; sources
of imports of clothing and clothing
materials, 139-140, 152; sources
of imports of iron and steel manu-
factures, 145, 152; sources of
imports of general manufactures,
149-150, 152; details of export
trade of different Atlantic coun-
tries with, in: foodstuffs, 185-187,
clothing and clothing materials,
187, iron and steel manufactures,
188-189, miscellaneous manufac-
tures, 189-191; imports into Japan
from, 194; analysis of imports
from, into Atlantic countries,
229-232; supplies of iron ore and
fuel in, 248

Chinaware. See Earthenware, stone-
ware, and chinaware

Cigars, imports of, into Atlantic
countries from: Philippine Islands,
65; Mexico, 220. See Tobacco
manufactures

Circulars, hopelessness of sole de-
pendence on, for selling American
goods in Pacific countries, go—91

Clays, imports of, into Germany
from west coast of South America,
223

Climate, relation between commer-
cial activity and, 52-53

Clocks and watches, exports of,
from United States and France
to west coast of South America,
182, 183; from United States to:
China, 190, Japan, 199, 200, Aus-
tralasia, 207, 208, Philippine Is-
lands, 212

Clothing and clothing materials,
imports of, into Pacific coun-

INDEX

tries, 65-69; increasing manu-
facture of, by Pacific countries,
67; distribution of trade in, to
Pacific countries, 137-142, 152;
importation of, to Pacific coun-
tries a declining business, 142, 151;
analysis of trade of different At-
lantic countries in, with: Central
America and Colombia, 157-160,
Mexico, 167-169, west coast of
South America, 178-179, China,
187, Japan, 192-194, Australasia,
203-204, Philippine Islands, 210~
211

Clothing, ready-made. See Ready-
made clothing

Coal, as a factor in considering
manufacturing possibilities of dif-
ferent countries, 76-77; imports
of, into United States from Japan,
232; imports of, into Atlantic
countries from Australia and New
Zealand, 236

Coal products, exports of, from At-
lantic countries to Japan, 199, 200

Cocoa, exports of, from United
Kingdom to Australasia, 201, 202

Cocoanuts and cocoanut oil, imports
of, into Atlantic countries from
Philippine Islands, 239

Coffee, imports of, into Atlantic
countries from: Central America
and Colombia, 62, 63, 217, 218;
Mexico, 220, 221; west coast of
South America, 223, 226

Colombia, character and value of
exports of, 63. See Central Ameri-
ca and Colombia

Commercial travelers, class of, neces-
sary to send to Pacific countries,
9193

Condensed milk, exports of, from
England to: west coast of South
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Mexico, in: wines and spirits, 166,
boots and shoes, 167-168, clothing
and clothing materials, 167-169,
miscellaneous manufactures, 174~
175; trade with west coast of
South America in: wines and
spirits, 176-177, clothing and
clothing materials, 178-179, iron
and steel manufactures, 179-180,
miscellaneous manufactures, 181-
185; imports into, from: China,
229-231; Japan, 232-235

Freight accommodation for Amer-
ican shippers to Pacific countries,
8687

Freights, local, effect of, on choice
of ocean routes, 21-22

Fruits, exports of, from United States
to: Japan, 192, Australasia, zo1,
202, Philippine Islands, 209; im-
ports of, into Atlantic countries
from: Central America and Colom-
bia, 217, 218, west coast of South
America, 223, Japan, 232, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, 236

Fuel costs as a factor in choice of
ocean routes, 19—20

Furniture, exports of, from United
States to Mexico, 174; from United
States and England to Australasia,
207, 208

Furs, imports of, into Atlantic coun-
tries from: China, 64, 229, 230;
west coast of South America,
223; Japan, 232, 234

G ¥

Gall apples, imports of, into Ger-
many from China, 229

General structural material, items
included under, 160; exports of,
from Atlantic countries to: Cen-

INDEX

tral America and Colombia, 160~
163, Mexico, 170-171, west coast
of South America, 179-180, China,
188, 189, Japan, 195-198, Aus-
tralasia, 204-206, Philippine Is-
lands, 211; exports from United
States alone to Mexico, 172; ex-
ports from United States alone to
west coast of South America, 181;
opportunity for development of
American trade in, 248-249
Germany, export of manufactured
goods to Pacific countries by,
71—72; classes of manufactures
exported by, 72; position of, in
regard to export of manufactures,
as compared with United States,
England, and other countries,
75 ff.; steamship service of, to
Pacific countries, 85, 218-219;
statistics as to trade of, with
Pacific countries (1897-1911), 102—
131; share of, in exports of food-
stuffs to Pacific countries, 133-137,
152; share in exports of clothing
and clothing materials, 138-142,
152; share in exports of iron and
steel manufactures, 144-148, 152;
share in exports of general manu-
factures, 148-150, 152; details
of trade of, with Central America
and Colombia, in: foodstuffs, 157,
clothing and clothing materials,
158-1509, iron and steel manufac-
tures, 161-163, miscellaneous man-
ufactures, 164-165; details of
trade with Mexico in: foodstuffs,
166, clothing and clothing materi-
als, 167-169, iron and steel manu-
factures, 169-171, miscellaneous
manufactures, 174-175; details
of trade with west coast of South
America in: foodstuffs, 177, cloth-
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tation of, from New Zealand, 64;
advantage of United States, in its
resources for, for manufacturing
purposes, 77-78; exportation of,
from United States to Pacific
countries, 143

Machinery and tools, items included
under, 160; exports of, from At-
lantic countries to: Central Amer-
ica and Colombia, 160-163, Mex-
ico, 170-171, west coast of South
America, 179-180, China, 188,
189, Japan, 195-198, Australasia,
204-206, Philippine Islands, 211;
exports from United States alone
to Mexico, 172; exports from
United States alone to west coast
of South America, 181; oppor-
tunity for development of Amer-
ican trade in, 249-250

Mail service, lack of, from United
States to Pacific countries, 86, 87—
88

Malt liquors, exports of, from At-
lantic countries to: China, 18s,
186, Japan, 192; from United
States to Philippine Islands, 209.
See also Wines, spirits, and beer

Manganese, imports of, into Eng-
land and Germany, from west
coast of South America, 226

Manila, Philippine Islands, choice
of routes to, from Liverpool and
from New York, 32 ff., 255-262

Manila, imports of, into Atlantic
countries from Philippine Islands,
239

Manufactures, exports of, from Pa-
cific countries, 59-65; imports of,
into Pacific countries, 65-68; de-
mand for, by Pacific countries, 68-

INDEX

69; principal countries which ex-
port, to Pacific countries, 71-74;
position of different Atlantic coun-
tries in regard to coal, oil, and
water power for, 76—77; advan-
tages of United States in posses-
sion of raw materials for, 77-78;
relative position of United States,
England, and continental coun-
tries in regard to exports of, 78 ff.;
list of, in which United States
leads the world, 78-79; distribu-
tion of trade in iron and steel, to
Pacific countries, 143-148, 152;
distribution of trade in general
manufactures, 148-150, 152; anal-
ysis of trade of different Atlantic
countries in miscellaneous, with:
Central America and Colombia,
164-165, Mexico, 173-175, west
coast of South America, 181-18s,
China, 189-191, Japan, 199—200,
Australasia, 207-209, Philippine
Islands, 212-214; opportunity for
development of American trade
in, 247-250

Marble and stone manufactures,
exports of, from United States
to Australasia, 207

Mats and matting, exports of, to
Atlantic countries, from: Japan,
64, 232, 233; China, 229, 230, 231

Meat, exports of, from Australia, 64;
exports of, from United States to:
China, 185-186, Japan, 192; im-
ports of, into England from west
coast of South America, 223

Medicines and drugs, exports of,
from Atlantic countries to: Cen-
tral America and Colombia, 164,
165; Mexico, 174; west coast of
South America, 182, 183; China,
190, 193; Japan, 199, 200; Aus-
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